Dear Editor, In the February 2009 issue of this journal, Camus and Krimer (2009) commented on a manuscript we authored that described the appearance of inclusion bodies in a set of wild painted turtles in northeast Georgia, USA (Davis and Holcomb 2008) . In our paper, we obtained detailed measurements of these structures and of the cells that contain them, as well as the level of occurrence within the set of captured turtles. We did not know the origin of these structures, though we presented what we thought was the most relevant literature review on the subject of intraerythrocytic inclusion bodies, which was biased toward infectious causes. Camus and Krimer (2009) took objection to this focus on infectious diseases and pointed out that these structures could also be degenerative organelles and provided a selected number of references to support this claim.
We appreciate the authors' interest in this project and can even accept their claim, but we feel compelled to point out that our rationale for including the infectious literature in our paper was driven largely by the limited number of published records on the subject, and of those that are published, nearly all focus on infectious causes. In our literature search for this project, we found little else but disease-related publications in printed or online sources. In fact, a search of the words "intraerythrocytic" and/or "inclusion bodies" in Pubmed, Web of Science, and even Google Scholar yields only references with a diseasebased focus. None of the papers listed by Camus and Krimer (2009) appear in such a search. We also point out that other investigators have found similar-appearing inclusions in reptiles and they too included infectious disease literature in their report (Eiras et al. 2000) , reflecting the lack of literature to the contrary.
We can accept the possibility that these structures are degenerative organelles, though we might suggest that if indeed these inclusion bodies are routinely found in reptiles in their pathology lab, and since Drs. Camus and Krimer appear exceptionally knowledgeable about the subject, then these investigators would be ideally-suited to set the record straight by synthesizing the relevant literature, describing the prevalence of the structures in reptile species, cataloging their observations, and above all, publish their findings in peer-reviewed, accessible journals, so that the next investigator who observes these structures and performs a literature search would be steered in the right direction.
